
…. Salvia splendens Sizzler 

Species: Salvia splendens 
Family: Labiatae 

Common name: Scarlet Sage 
Height: 30-40cm (12-15 inches) 

Flowering period: June to October 
 
Salvia splendens is a very popular bedding plant used widely in parks and 
gardens. It is simple to grow and versatile, provided a little care is taken. 
The plants tolerate a wide range of climatic conditions. 
Seed is large at around 250 seeds per gram, and is thus easy to handle.  
 
Use the variety Sizzler—packetseeds.com offers 9 separate 
colours of this series. Excellent value — we offer 50 seeds 
per packet for 95p! 
 
You can…. 
 
− Grow as separate colours to theme your flower beds or containers. 
− Make your own colour mixture. 
− Buy our mixture. 
− You choose! 
 
 

 
Sizzler Red: BUY 
 
Red is the best known colour amongst 
Salvia. Sizzler Red gives an excellent 
show of colour. Try mixing with yellow 
French marigolds (Tagetes patula) to 
give a strong colour contrast. Or mix 
with other reds in the Sizzler series—
Red Spike and Red Halo—for variations 
on a theme. 

http://www.packetseeds.com/acatalog/Salvia_splendens_-_Sizzler_Red.html#a262
http://www.packetseeds.com/acatalog/Salvia_splendens_-_Sizzler_Red.html#a262
http://www.packetseeds.com/html/salvia_splendens.html
http://www.packetseeds.com/html/salvia_splendens.html


Variations on RED: 
Sizzler Red Halo and 
Sizzler Red Spike 
 
Different forms of 
bicolour. Try sepa-
rately or in a mixture 
with solid red. 

Variations on PURPLE: 
Sizzler Purple and Siz-
zler Lilac Halo 
 
Try a mixture of these 
together, or with white 
added 

Variations on SOFTER 
colours: Sizzler 
Salmon and Sizzler Or-
ange 
 
For a more gentle but 
nonetheless vibrant 
colour try either of 
these 

More colours: Sizzler 
Burgundy Halo and 
Sizzler White 
 
The White will comple-
ment almost any other 
colour. 
Try the Halo as the 
mix of Lilac Halo, Red 
Halo and Burgundy 
Halo. 

Red Halo: BUY Red Spike: BUY 

Purple: BUY Lilac Halo: BUY 

Salmon: BUY 
Orange: BUY 

Burgunday Halo: BUY White: BUY 

http://www.packetseeds.com/acatalog/Salvia_splendens_-_Sizzler_Red_Halo.html#a268
http://www.packetseeds.com/acatalog/Salvia_splendens_-_Sizzler_Red_Halo.html#a268
http://www.packetseeds.com/acatalog/Salvia_splendens_-_Sizzler_Red_Stripe.html#a265
http://www.packetseeds.com/acatalog/Salvia_splendens_-_Sizzler_Purple.html#a266
http://www.packetseeds.com/acatalog/Salvia_splendens_-_Sizzler_Lilac_bicolour.html#a264
http://www.packetseeds.com/acatalog/Salvia_splendens_-_Sizzler_Salmon.html#a260
http://www.packetseeds.com/acatalog/Salvia_splendens_-_Sizzler_Orange.html#a267
http://www.packetseeds.com/acatalog/Salvia_splendens_-_Sizzler_Burgundy_Halo.html#a263
http://www.packetseeds.com/acatalog/Salvia_splendens_-_Sizzler_White.html#a261


Sow onto a seed compost.  Cover with vermiculite or similar and water thor-
oughly. Do not cover with soil, since light aids the seed to germinate. Vermicu-
lite is ideal since it allows light to penetrate whilst still maintaining a high level 
of moisture around the seed. 
 
Provide a temperature of around 20oC - 24oC for germination (68oF to 75oF). 
Lower temperatures lead to slow and poor seedling emergence. Radicles should 
emerge in 5 or 6 days, and cotyledons should be fully expanded about 7 days 
later - a total germination time of about two weeks.  
 
Prick out into small containers as soon as plants are ready. The seedlings are 
tender and do not perform well if temperatures become too low. Early sowing is 
thus not advised. In northern Europe and the UK late March is perfectly accept-
able. 
 
Pot on when young plants are large enough into 9cm pots or equivalent. Ide-
ally, do not allow day temperatures to exceed 21oC or night temperatures to fall 
below 10 – 12oC. Give a low nitrogen liquid feed when needed (low nitrogen 
feeds discourage leaf growth and encourage flower growth), but do not over 
feed. 
 
Ensure that the plants are kept growing, without any sort of growth check.  
Once Salvias have stopped growing it can be very difficult to start them grow-
ing again and stunted, hard plants will be the result. Do not allow then to be-
come pot-bound, if necessary pot on into a larger unit. Do not allow the plants 
to wilt, this will give them a severe check and they will lose leaves. 
 
When ready, plants can be transplanted into the garden from these pots ideally 
after hardening off for a few days. However, do not plant out until all risk of 
frost has passed since Salvia splendens will not tolerate even a touch of frost. 
Grow in full sun or partial shade. 
 
Pinching is not necessary, but a pinch can help to encourage branching, which 
in turn increases the number of flower spikes per plant. Pinching will probably 
add about two weeks to the growing time. 
 
Compact types such as Sizzler will generally take only 10-12 weeks from sow-
ing to flowering.  Note, however, that some varieties are day length sensitive 
and if sown late, the long days of summer will delay flowering sometimes until 
late August. For this reason packetseeds.com recommends the variety series 
Sizzler which is day length neutral.  
 
As a tender perennial Salvia splendens will keep growing until stopped by a 
combination of one or more of high temperatures, drought, wet conditions or 
frost. 
 
Salvias are generally trouble free, as long as feed and temperature levels are 
controlled, but Whitefly can sometimes be a problem, as can aphids and red 
spider mite. Monitor closely and treat as appropriate.  




